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Port au Prince, Haiti and Vancouver, Canada

In one of the richest cities in the world, 
and in one of the poorest,
the face of HIV/AIDS 
looks remarkably 
similar.
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LEADERSHIP:  Esther Boucicault and Paul Lewand have HIV. But don’t even think 
of calling them “victims”. Esther stunned middle-class Haitians in 1998, when she told live TV 
that she was HIV-positive. “Abstinence, fidelity and condoms are three boats on the water”, 
she now warns Haitian youth. “Get in one of them. If not — you sink.” Paul was a cowboy 
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on a BC cattle ranch when diagnosed with HIV sixteen years ago. Both have their health ups 
and downs. They fight the virus in their own bodies, and in their communities. Esther heads 
FEBS, and Paul is chair of BCPWA. They work tirelessly to prevent others being infected, and 
to provide services to those who already have HIV. They are leaders, not victims.



TIME TO RELAX:  People with HIV don’t just need medication. They need 
friendship and laughter, relief from stress, somewhere to hang out with others facing similar 
challenges. ASON’s busy headquarters includes a cybercafé, which helps people keep in touch 
with family abroad — and generates a small income. ASON also provides food to a thousand 
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members — and sometimes a place for a nap (left). Harley Morrow (above) is relaxing before 
a chiropractic session at Friends For Life, where PWAs (people living with HIV/AIDS) and 
others with life-threatening conditions can access “the healing and therapeutic benefits of 
human touch”, including Thai massage, Chinese medicine, aromatherapy and reiki.



HANDS-ON CARE:  Don Dzaman (above) is being examined at the Dr 
Peter Centre, a state-of-the art AIDS facility which provides “comfort care” to its clients, 
via a day-health programme for non-residents, and suites for 24-hour residential care.  
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“Pierre-Luc” (above) also has HIV/AIDS, and receives a regular check-up at a POZ clinic. 
Because of the discrimination often directed at PWAs, he doesn’t want his face shown, 
nor his real name used.



HUNGER:  Anti-retroviral drugs (ARVs) can keep people with HIV/AIDS alive, although 
80% of those with HIV in Haiti, and many in Canada, still don’t get them. Far too many are 
also hungry. Illness can make it impossible to earn money, and family and friends often turn 
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their backs. Without a balanced diet, ARVs don’t work well, and debilitating side-effects 
multiply. POZ distributes rice to PWAs, and AIDS Vancouver runs its own free grocery, where 
PWAs in need talk to a dietician, and then choose their own foods.



ACTIVISTS:  “Marie-Hélène” (above) works with ASON, which runs a bustling 
multi-purpose drop-in centre, and distributes rice, beans, and oil every month to a thousand 
members in need. Many of them are taking ARVs, so they need a balanced diet. Sharyle 
Lyndon (right) has AIDS, and has spent years fighting the virus inside her. She has also 
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spent years campaigning against the illogical fear, stigma and hatred which are often worse 
than HIV itself. She is a board member of A Loving Spoonful, which delivers pre-cooked 
nutritionally-balanced meals to PWAs. Its motto is “No one living with AIDS should live with 
hunger”.



DISCRIMINATION:  Sickness and death are bad enough, but at least they 
are caused by a brainless virus. Hatred, discrimination and stigmatisation are caused by 
people — and people should know better. The woman shown above, waiting for a medical 
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check-up at a POZ clinic, is too afraid to have her face shown or her name used. “Maria 
Gonzales” (above) has many friends with HIV/AIDS, and is saddened by the prejudice they 
so often have to endure.



LISTENING — AND SILENCE:   People whose lives have been 
impacted by HIV, in themselves or their loved ones, often need someone to share their 
anxieties and unanswered questions. A volunteer listens intently on the Téléphone Bleue 
hotline at POZ, which runs several centres offering free HIV-tests, and provides counselling 
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before and after. Friends For Life’s shady balcony satisfies another PWA need: relief from 
stress. Wally Lowe relaxes with his dog Gabby. Vancouver and Port au Prince have many 
community-based NGOs (non-governmental organisations) working on AIDS. Each NGO 
has its own niche; each caters to different needs; each relies heavily on volunteers. 



DETERMINATION:   AIDS NGOs depend on the commitment of hundreds of 
people. Malia Jean (above) is a counsellor at a POZ clinic. Some who find they are positive tell 
her they want to die. Malia talks with them, and often with their families — if the family will 
talk to her. She may find them a doctor, or accompany them to treatment. The POZ motto 
is: “AIDS is making great strides. Get the parade of hope on the road”. In the early 1990s, 



A2C

Kecia Larkin (above) became the first Aboriginal woman in Canada to say publicly that she 
was HIV-positive. She campaigns with Native peoples, whose health levels are far worse 
than those of other Canadians. The rate of HIV among pregnant First Nations women in BC 
is eight times higher than the average for all Canadian women. Worldwide, disadvantaged 
minorities have proved especially vulnerable to HIV.



RESPECT:  Many people hate giving a blood sample. But this is a key first step in 
determining if someone does or does not have HIV. And a comforting word and a kindly 
touch from a health care professional usually help, even after something as non-intrusive 
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as checking a pulse. For the clients, all medical procedures are easier where the staff are 
trained to be respectful and understanding, as here in the CEGYPEF clinic and at the Dr 
Peter Centre.



YOUTH SPEAKS TO YOUTH:  AIDS education works best when 
messages are designed and delivered by people from the same community. Adults often feel 
the urge to tell youth that what they are doing is risky. Youth may know this, but be fed up 
with being told what to do. These members of youth-run theatrical troupes communicate 
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peer-to-peer, and help young audiences articulate and verbalise the emotions and dilemmas 
of HIV and AIDS. Anna Soole and Brandon Marshall (left, in a training session) are with 
YouthCO; and Ramong Sylvain, Nirva Petit Frère, Soraya Alexandra Saint-Phar and Jonas 
Michel are with FOSREF (above, left to right).



STREET THEATRE:  Theatre groups can perform in youth clubs, schools or 
on the street, and often invite spectators to come “on stage” and act out their reactions. 
This helps youth share feelings and opinions about issues like teenage sexuality, condom 
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use, safer sex, and reducing the harm done by drugs. Anna Soole and Juan-Carlos Villegas 
from YouthCO (left); and Withny Joseph, Samuel Pierre, Marie Louise Metelus, Heureuse 
Belmarc and Emmanuella Marcelin (left to right) from FOSREF (above, in performance).



CONDOMS:  Safer sex depends on information. Condom-use must be explicitly 
demonstrated, and women need the determination to insist that men wear condoms 
during sex. Nurse Elvira Charles explains condoms at the CEGYPEF clinic. Mandip Kharod, 
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whose hands are shown above, helped set up ORCHID, an HIV-prevention campaign aimed 
at what AIDS activists call a “hard-to-reach” group. ORCHID works with the women, many 
of them immigrants from Asia, in Vancouver’s so-called “massage parlours”.



SAFER SEX:  RJ passes on safer sex knowledge to other young men in the sex 
trade, at the Boys ‘R’ Us drop-in centre. This is located close to where teenage boys work the 
streets, often as the result of homelessness, poverty, unemployment or family rejection. And 



A2C

safer sex is a message that FOSREF passes on in all its clinics, where youth like Marie Magdala 
can access health care and sex advice. The young people help choose which activities are 
organised in the clinic’s youth club: dance, language classes, drumming, sports, theatre . . .



POLITICAL LEADERSHIP: Nelson Mandela’s frankness when his 
son died of AIDS galvanised the anti-HIV movement. At a recent NGO conference in Port 
au Prince, Haiti’s health minister Dr. Robert Auguste (above, on right) discusses children 
orphaned by AIDS. Hedy Fry was born and raised in Trinidad, and moved to Canada in 
1970. First a family doctor, then president of the BC Medical Association, a federal minister, 
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and now Member of Parliament for Vancouver Centre, she has given outspoken leadership 
on AIDS for years. In the Carnegie Centre in Vancouver’s run-down East Side, she discusses 
the district’s needs with Tuan Luu, an outreach worker who takes health care to the streets: 
to the homeless, the poor, the drug-addicted and many immigrants who find it hard or 
impossible to access Canada’s free medical system.



OLDER AND WISER:  Brian Arrance is an active member of Aboriginal 
Front Door, a walk-in centre where Native peoples in the city’s inner core can reconnect 
with traditional concepts of community and healing. Brian, who has HIV himself, works 
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with Aboriginal youth, and believes that enabling young people to protect themselves is the 
first priority of AIDS prevention. Manoucheka Merilien (left) and Widenie Charles (right) are 
lucky to be members of a FOSREF youth club, where they’ll get this vital knowledge.
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Panos Canada, AIDS Vancouver and Panos Caribbean gratefully acknowledge the valued 
collaboration and advice of all those people who allowed us to photograph them. We also 
thank many other individuals who were photographed but whose pictures we could not finally 
use, and the following organisations:

Aboriginal Front Door Society
A Loving Spoonful
ASON (Association de Solidarité nationale)
ASIA (Asian Society for the Intervention of AIDS, which operates ORCHID)
BCPWA (British Columbia Persons With AIDS Society)
Boys ‘R’ Us
Carnegie Community Centre
CEGYPEF (Centre de Gynécologie préventive et d’Education familiale)
Dr Peter Centre
FEBS (Fondation Esther Boucicault Stanislas)
FOSREF (Fondation pour la Santé reproductive et l’Education familiale)
Gayway
Healing Our Spirit
ORCHID (Outreach and Research in Community Health Initiatives and Development)
Portland Hotel Society
POZ (Promoteurs de l’Objectif Zéro-SIDA)
Positive Women’s Network
Téléphone bleue (POZ) 
Urban Native Youth Association
Vancouver Coastal Health Authority:  Bute Street Clinic & Downtown Community Health Centre 
Vancouver Friends For Life Society
YouthCO AIDS Society
WISH (Women’s Information Safe House)
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